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Dé thao luan van dé thuong duoc nhiéu nguoi héi: Sy khac
nhau gitta dao Phat Pai thira va dao Phat Nguyén thuy 1a gi? Dé
hiéu dwoc diéu nay chinh x4c, chung ta hiy xem lai lich sir cua
dao Phat va tim nguén géc cua dao Phat Pai thira va dao Phat
Nguyén thuy.

Dtrc Phat dan sanh vao thé ky tht 6 trude CN. Phét thanh
dao nam 35 tudi, sau d6 di thuyét giang sudt 45 nim con lai cho
dén khi Bat-Niét-ban nam 80 tudi.

Dtrc Phat d3 chon ngdn ngit phd thong 1 tiéng Magadha
(Ma-kiét-da) dé thuyét giang gido 1y cho moi tang 16p: vua
chua, hoang tir, ba-la-mon, thuong gia, nhitng ngudi ban cung,
tri thic, trom cudp, va thuong dan lao dong. Nhitng gi Phat
giang day goi 1a “Phat ngon”. Thoi diém d6 chua hé ¢ c¢6 chd
nao goi la Phat gido Trudng Lao BO (Theravada) hay Pai thura
(Mahayana) gi ca.

Sau khi Duc Phat 13p ra gido doan Ty Kheo va Ty Kheo Ni
(hay con goi la Tang Poan hay Ni PBoan), Phat dua ra nhiing
nguyén tic gidi luat dé bao vé gido doan duoc goi 1a Gidi Luat
(Vinaya). Nhitng 101 giang day cua Ngai bao gdm trong nhirng
bai thuyét phap cho nhiing Tang Ni va moi ching sinh thi dugc
goi la Gido Phap (Dhamma).

(I) Sw Xuét Hién Ciia Pai Thira (Mahayana)
Giira thé ky thtr I trudc cong nguyén dén thé ky tha I sau

cong nguyén, hai thuat ngit Pai thira (Mahayana) va Tiéu thira
(Hinayana) xuat hién trong “Diéu Phap Lién Hoa Kinh



(Saddharma pundarika sutra), tirc 1a Kinh Phap Hoa cua Dai
Thtra.

Khoang thé ky thir II sau cong nguyén, chit "Pai Thira" dan
dan duoc dinh nghia rd rang hon. Ngai Long Tho (Nagarjuna)
phat huy triét hoc Pai Thira vé tinh “Khong” va trong mot ban
kinh nhé duoc ngudi ta goi 13 “Trung Luin Thuyét”
(Madhyamika-karika), con goi la Trung Quéan Luan, chung
minh rang van phap déu réng khong.

ROi khoang thé ky thw IV, V6 Trude (Asanga) va Thé Than
(Vasubandhu) sang tic mot s6 tac pham vé kinh dién Pai thira.
Sau thé ky thir I sau cong nguyén, nhitng nha Dai thira bat dau
tao mot 1ap trudong rd rang, va tu do, ho ty dua vao cac danh
xung "dai thira" va "tiéu thira".

Chung ta khong nén nham 14n “Tiéu Thira (Hinayana) véi
Truéng Lao BO (Theravada) bdi vi nhitng danh tor nay khong
dong nghia nhau. Phat gidao Truong Lio Bo truyén dén Tich
Lan vao thé ky tha III trwée Cong Nguyén, khi d6 chua c6
danh tir “Pai Thira” ndo ton tai ca. Nhitng bd phai ma bén Dai
Thira goi 1a “Tiéu Thira” chi phat trién & An d6 va hién hiru
hoan toan doc l1ap, khong phai hinh thirc cua dao Phat hién c6 &
Tich Lan. Ngay nay, nhitng bd phéi bi goi 1a “Tiéu Thira” do
(ttc nhitng bd phéi thudc 18 trudong phai bao thu nhiing bd
Kinh (Nikaya) ghi lai 15i ctia chinh Dirc Phat) da khong con ton
tai & bat ct noi nao trén thé gioi.

Do d6, nam 1950, Hoi Phat giao Thé gidi (World
Fellowship of Buddhists, WFB), khai mac & Colombo, nht tri
quyét dinh rang danh tir "Tiéu Thira" (Hinayana) phai duoc dep
bo vi né khong co lién quan gi voi dao Phat nguyén thuy hién



nay ¢ Tich Lan, Thai Lan, Mién bién, Campuchia, Lao, vung
Ha luu song Mekong cia Viét Nam...v.v...

D6 so luoc vé lich sir va nghia cta Phat gido Nguyén thay,
Dai thira va Tiéu Thira.

(IT) Dao Phat Pai Thira & Pao Phat Nguyén Thuy

“Bay gio, chung ta thir tim hiéu sy khac nhau giita Phat
gido Pai Thira va Phat gido Nguyén thuy 1a gi?

T6i da nghién ctru Phat gido Pai Thira nhiéu nim, va cang
nghién ctru toi cang thdy hau nhu khong cé bat cir diéu gi khac
nhau giita Phat gido Nguyén thay va Phat gido Dai thira vé mat
gido ly can ban.

1. Ca hai déu chap nhan Pac Phat Thich Ca l1a Nguoi Thay

2. T Diéu Dé trong ca hai truong phai déu giéng nhau.

3. Bat Chanh Dao trong ca hai trudng phai cling tuong tu.

4. Ly thuyét Duyén Khdi trong ca hai truong phai ciing
gidng - nhau.

5. Ca hai déu khong chap nhan tu tuéng vé thuong dé tao ra
thé - gian nay.

6. Ca hai déu chép nhan Ba Ban Chét cua su séng (Khé, Vo
thuong, V6 ngd) va Ba Phan tu hoc (G161, Dinh, Tug¢),
ma khong co bat ky su khac biét ndo.

Pay 14 nhiing gido 1y quan trong nhat ctia Puc Phat va dugc
ca hai trudong phai déu cong nhan.



Ciing c6 mot sd it diém khac nhau. RS rang nhit 1a quan
diém vé tu tuong Bo-tat. Nhiéu nguoi ndi rang Pai Thira 12 qua
vi Bo-tat dan dén qua vi Phat, trong khi d6 Phat gido Nguyén
Thity thi dua dén qua vi A-la-han. T6i phai néi rang Dirc Phat
Toan Giac 1a mot A-la-han. Phat Duyén Giac ciing 1a 1a mot A-
la-han. Mot dé tir thanh vin ciing ¢ thé 13 mot A-la-han.

Kinh dién Dai thira khong bao gio néi ban vé “A-la-han
Thtra” (Arahant-yana) ma ho chi sir dung ba thuat ngit hay ba
“thira”: Bo6-tat thira (Bodhisattva-yana), Duyén Giac thira
(Prateka-Buddhayana) va Thanh Vin thira (Sravakayana). Theo
Phat gido Nguyén thuy thi ba qua vi nay dugc goi 1a ba qua hay
ba bac Giac ngd (ba “Bodhi”).

C6 nguoi cho rang Phat gido Nguyén thuy thi ich ky boi vi
chi day ngudi ta di tu dé tim sy giai thoat ca nhan. Nhung 1am
sao mot ngudi ich ky (1a tim x4u) c6 thé dat duoc “Giac Ngd”?

Ca hai truong phai déu chap nhan c6 ba Thira, hay ba béc
Giac ngd (Bodhi), va ciing déu cong nhan 1y twong Bd tat 13 cao
qui nhat. Tuy nhién, Pai thira da hu cau nhiéu vi Bo-tat huyén
bi. Trong khi d6, Phat gido Nguyén thiy cho rang Bo-tat 1a mot
con nguoi ¢ gilra chiing ta, va Ngai hién tang tron ven doi minh
cho sy giac ngo, chic chin s& trd thanh vi Phat vi lgi ich cua
thé gian, vi hanh phuc cho doi.”

Nhiéu nguoi cho rang tinh “Khong” 1a do ngai Long Tho
giang luadn thi hoan toan 1a gido 1y Dai thura. Thét ra, ngai Long
Tho c6 thé di cin cir vao thuyét Vo Nga va Ly Duyén Khoi von
da co san trong kinh tang Pali tir nguyén thily Phat gido....



Trong Phat gido Dai thtra, bén canh tu tudng tinh “Khong”
con c6 y niém "Tang thirc" von cling c6 ngudn gdc tir trong
kinh tang nguyén thuy. Nhitng nguoi Dai thira chi khai trién
thém nhirng khai niém nay thanh nhiing hoc thuyét siu xa hon
vé triét hoc va tm 1y hoc.

(Dich tr “Theravada & Mahayana Buddhism” cua Hoa
Thuong Tién si W. Rahula, in trong tuyén tip “Gems of
Buddhist Wisdom” (Nhitng Vién ngoc Tri tué Phdt giao, nam
1996.)



